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Welcome to Grace!

September 24 & 27, 2020

What We Believe:

i As Lutheran Christians we stand with the church of the ages and confess the faith of the
Holy Bible, which is God’s Word.

i We believe that our Triune God created man and woman holy; however, since we

sinned and still sin we cannot free ourselves from sin and death. Therefore God sent His Son
Jesus Christ, who is our only way to salvation. By His death and resurrection and through
no work or decision of our own, we have forgiveness, life, and salvation.

T We joyfully receive these gifts in His Word, and in the holy sacraments of Baptism and the
Lord's Supper.

i In all our teaching and preaching we seek to be faithful to God's holy Law which shows our
sin, and to proclaim His precious Gospel, which is the good news of our salvation in Christ!
7 We subscribe also to Luther’s Small Catechism and the other documents in the Book of
Concord of 1580 because they faithfully confess these biblical truths.

Guests and Holy Communion:

Holy Communion is a gift Christ gives to His Church. In it, He offers His true Body and
Blood, in, with and under the bread and wine. When received in faith, it brings forgiveness,
new life and salvation.

Holy Communion is also a statement of our unity in Christ (community). Those who
receive the Lord’s Supper at Grace Lutheran Church are baptized Christians who have been
instructed in and publicly confess the Evangelical Lutheran faith.

For this reason, only members of our congregation or sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are ordinarily communed at this altar. If you have any
guestions regarding the doctrine of Close Communion, please talk to the pastor before or after
the service.

Nursery: If your child becomes restless during the service, you are welcome to make use of
the Nursery downstairs.

Fellowship Time: Immediately following the 9:00 AM Worship in the Fellowship Hall.
Large Print Hymnals: Are available from the ushers!

Electronic Devices: PLEASE silence all devices during worship. Thanks!

May the Lord bless your worship today!



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24 & 27, 2020 — Divine Service, Setting Four

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, CHIMES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

JAWhen Morning Gilds the Skies LSB 807
Invocation LSB 203
Confession of Sins and Absolution LSB 203

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Jintroit Psalm 147:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 147:6
f) & L p

(P) The Lorop lifts up the | humble;*
he casts the wicked | to the ground.
Praise the LorD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.
(P) The LorD builds up Je- | rusalem;*
he gathers the outcasts of | Israel.
He heals the broken- | hearted*
and binds | up their wounds.
(P) He determines the number | of the stars;*
he gives to all of | them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;*
his understanding is beyond | measure.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
P] The Lorop lifts up the | humble;*
he casts the wicked | to the ground.

AKyrie LSB 204

JAGloriain Excelsis LSB 204



Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 205

P] Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be
led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading — Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Pew Bible, p. 705

The word of the LoRD came to me: *What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge’? 3As | live, declares the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. “Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. ...

2“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? **wWhen a righteous person turns
away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that
he has done he shall die. ?’Again, when a wicked person turns away from the
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life.
»Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had
committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. ?°Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The
way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways
that are not just?

%“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,
declares the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be
your ruin. **Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and
make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?
%For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord Gop; so turn, and
live.”

Epistle — Philippians 2:1-18 Pew Bible, p. 980
Y1 there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from rivalry or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. *Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. *Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 'but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross. °Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, '%so that at the name of Jesus every knee should



bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, **and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, **for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

“Do all things without grumbling or questioning, *°that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, *°holding fast to the word of
life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in vain.
YEven if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your
faith, | am glad and rejoice with you all. *®Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice
with me.

JAlleluia and Verse LSB 205

Holy Gospel — Matthew 21:23-32 Pew Bible, p. 826

ZWhen [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” *Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you
one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by what authority |
do these things. >*The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ °But if we say, ‘From man,” we are
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” *’So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority
| do these things.

ZWhat do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son,
go and work in the vineyard today.” 2And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he
changed his mind and went. *°And he went to the other son and said the same. And
he answered, ‘1 go, sir,” but did not go. 3WWhich of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. *For John came to you in the
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your
minds and believe him.”

Apostles’ Creed LSB 207 or inside back cover of hymnal

Catechism Time — The Lord’s Prayer Luther’s Small Catechism, LSB 324

The Sixth Petition
And lead us not into temptation.



What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that
the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false
belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these
things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.

JLord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655
Sermon

Prayer of the Church

JOffertory — We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781, vv.1-2,6

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface LSB 208
JSanctus LSB 208
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 209
Lord’s Prayer LSB 209
The Words of Our Lord LSB 209
Pax Domini LSB 209
JAgnus Dei LSB 210

Distribution — If you are visiting with us, please read “Guests and Holy Communion,”
printed on the inside page of the worship bulletin. If you would like to receive Holy
Communion in your pew, please notify the pastor or an usher. If possible, please sit
near the center aisle, and it will be brought to you at the conclusion of the distribution.
Wine greatly diluted with water is available in purple-tinted cups in the center of each
Communion tray for those with alcohol sensitivities.

Distribution Hymns:

JAIl Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596
JdJesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior LSB 627
JINunc Dimittis LSB 211
Post-Communion Collect LSB 212
Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 212

J0 Jesus, King Most Wonderful LSB 554



+ TO GOD BE THE GLORY +

OXOX
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF September 27th THROUGH October 4th

SUNDAY 9:00 AM  DIVINE SERVICE IV WITH HOLY COMMUNION
10:30 AM  Sunday School & Bible Studies
2:00 PM  Circuit Forum, St. Paul’s, Union Grove

WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM  Confirmation Class

THURSDAY 6:30 PM DIVINE SERVICE Il WITH HOLY COMMUNION
FRIDAY Office Closed

SATURDAY 9:00 AM  Safety and Security Team Meeting
Aluminum Cans until 10:30 AM

SUNDAY 9:00 AM  DIVINE SERVICE Il WITH HOLY COMMUNION
10:30 AM  Sunday School & Bible Studies

OXOX

About the Bulletin Cover: Jesus revealed what was most important to the chief
priests and elders. They cared more about their own places of authority than the truth.
How different is Jesus! He taught with all authority yet was willing to die for the sake of
the truth. He was vindicated and raised again on the third day in order to give
forgiveness and life to all who are in Him.



Our Partnership in the Gospel

Grace’s Mission: We are friends in God’s family through Jesus, strengthened by His Spirit to
represent Christ in our daily lives, our community and the world.

Grace’s Vision: To be an active, growing Christ-centered congregation offering youth and
adults traditional Lutheran worship, Bible study and fellowship while reaching out especially to
our neighbors, families and friends with the Gospel invitation.

2020 Theme: “For | know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

Our Worship Attendance:
September 17 & 20, 2020: 85 (23/62)



