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Welcome to Grace!
March 22, 2020
What We Believe:
 As Lutheran Christians we stand with the church of the ages and confess the faith of the
Holy Bible, which is God’s Word.
 We believe that our Triune God created man and woman holy; however, since we
sinned and still sin we cannot free ourselves from sin and death. Therefore God sent His Son
Jesus Christ, who is our only way to salvation. By His death and resurrection and through
no work or decision of our own, we have forgiveness, life, and salvation.
 We joyfully receive these gifts in His Word, and in the holy sacraments of Baptism and the
Lord's Supper.
 In all our teaching and preaching we seek to be faithful to God's holy Law which shows our
sin, and to proclaim His precious Gospel, which is the good news of our salvation in Christ!
 We subscribe also to Luther’s Small Catechism and the other documents in the Book of
Concord of 1580 because they faithfully confess these biblical truths.

Guests and Holy Communion:
Holy Communion is a gift Christ gives to His Church. In it, He offers His true Body and
Blood, in, with and under the bread and wine. When received in faith, it brings forgiveness,
new life and salvation.
Holy Communion is also a statement of our unity in Christ (community). Those who
receive the Lord’s Supper at Grace Lutheran Church are baptized Christians who have been
instructed in and publicly confess the Evangelical Lutheran faith.
For this reason, only members of our congregation or sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are ordinarily communed at this altar. If you have any
questions regarding the doctrine of Close Communion, please talk to the pastor before or after
the service.
Nursery: If your child becomes restless during the service, you are welcome to make use of
the Nursery downstairs.
Friendship Pad: Please sign the friendship pad as it is passed during the offering.
Fellowship Time: Immediately following the 9:00 AM Worship in the Fellowship Hall.
Large Print Hymnals: Are available from the ushers!
Electronic Devices: PLEASE silence all devices during worship. Thanks!

May the Lord bless your worship today!

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020 – Divine Service, Setting Three
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, CHIMES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
♫Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

LSB 873

Invocation

LSB 184

Confession of Sins and Absolution

LSB 184

SERVICE OF THE WORD
♫Introit

Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15

P My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
C One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his | temple.
P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer
in his tent sacrifices with | shouts of joy;*
I will sing and make melody | to the LORD.
♫Gloria Patri

LSB 186

♫Kyrie

LSB 186

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Lent.
♫Salutation and Collect of the Day
LSB 189
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 42:14–21
14
For a long time I have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;
now I will cry out like a woman in labor;
I will gasp and pant.
15
I will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
16
And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
I will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.
17
They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

Pew Bible, p. 602

18

Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!
19
Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?
20
He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.
21
The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.
Epistle – Ephesians 5:8–14
Pew Bible, p. 978
8
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
The Alleluia is omitted during Lent.

Holy Gospel – John 9:1–41
Pew Bible, p. 895
1
2
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can
work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the
mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing.
8
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He
kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where
is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And
there was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know
that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents
said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)
23
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not
know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
29
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and
would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

35

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,”
and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do
not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”
Apostles’ Creed

LSB 192 or inside back cover of hymnal

Catechism Time – The Sacrament of the Altar

Luther’s Small Catechism, LSB 327

Who receives this Sacrament worthily?
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly
worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.
♫God Loved the World So That He Gave

LSB 571

Sermon
Offertory

LSB 192

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer

LSB 196

Collect
♫Benediction

LSB 202

♫I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

LSB 411

+ TO GOD BE THE GLORY +
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Our Partnership in the Gospel
Grace’s Mission: We are friends in God’s family through Jesus, strengthened by His Spirit to
represent Christ in our daily lives, our community and the world.
Grace’s Vision: To be an active, growing Christ-centered congregation offering youth and
adults traditional Lutheran worship, Bible study and fellowship while reaching out especially to
our neighbors, families and friends with the Gospel invitation.
2020 Theme: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
Our Worship Attendance:
March 11, 2020: 48

March 15, 2020: 65

