
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD 

3700 WASHINGTON AVENUE – RACINE, WISCONSIN 53405-2999 
PHONE (262) 633-4831; www.gracelutheranracine.net 

 REV. BRIAN T. CRANE, PASTOR 
(608) 567-9029 (MOBILE); (262) 583-2575 (HOME); revbriancrane@yahoo.com 

 

October & November 2019 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9; ESV) 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
One hundred years ago, in the summer of 1919, eight families from Trinity Lutheran Church, Racine, were 
granted a transfer of membership so that they might organize a congregation in West Racine. This new 
congregation began as “Grace Chapel” in a building that seated approximately 100 people. The chapel was 
heated by a pot-bellied stove that had a tendency to backfire and fill the church with soot and smoke. No public 
transportation was available west of the North Shore tracks, and parishioners often made long walks to attend 
services in the little church. 
 
Fast forward 100 years, and by God’s grace our congregation is still here and going strong. Many physical 
improvements to our church property have been made over the years. Among others, our beautiful sanctuary 
was completed in 1942, a three-story education unit was added in 1961, and a parking lot and air conditioning 
were installed in 2000. In keeping with the spirit of these past improvements, earlier this year we installed an 
elevator to make our building more accessible to those with physical limitations and challenges. Worshiping at 
Grace is certainly easier and more comfortable today than it was earlier in our congregation’s history. 
 
As we give thanks to God for all His blessings to us over the past century, I would like to invite you to two 
upcoming special events. First, we will have our 100th Anniversary Divine Service on Sunday, October 13, 
2019, at 9:00 AM with our South Wisconsin District President, the Rev. Dr. John Wille, preaching. The Brass 
Choir from Racine Lutheran High School will provide special music for the service. A luncheon will follow at 
12:00 PM at Infusino’s Banquet Hall, 3201 Rapids Drive, Racine. Tickets for the luncheon are $20 each, and 
tickets can be obtained by contacting the church office. The deadline to reserve tickets is Sunday, October 6. 
 
Second, on Sunday, December 8, 2019, at 9:00 AM, we will remember and celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the installation of Pastor Herman Bartz as the first pastor of Grace. Pastor Bartz began his more than 50 years 
of ministry at Grace on December 8, 1919. A pot-bless luncheon will follow the worship service. 
 
In addition to inviting you to these events, I would also like to invite you to make a special gift to support the 
ongoing ministry of Grace. We currently owe about $400,000 to the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) 
for our recently completed elevator addition. 
 
To help us pay off this debt more quickly, I ask you to consider making a special 100th anniversary gift to our 
Elevator Fund. An envelope is included with this newsletter. The sooner we reduce our debt, the less we will 
have to pay in interest, and the sooner we can support other ministry needs at Grace. We want to place 
ourselves in the best financial position possible as we begin our next 100 years. 
 
Your regular weekly giving to our General Fund is important and necessary also. We draw from the General 
Fund to make our monthly loan payments to LCEF, as well as to pay for salaries, utilities, insurance, the 
support of missionaries and our Synod, and all the other expenses necessary to fund and operate our church. 
A helpful giving chart prepared by our Board of Stewardship is included in the newsletter. The Bible teaches 
cheerful, first-fruit, proportionate (including but not limited to tithing) living and giving in all areas of life by 
Christian stewards. Without your support and God’s grace, our church would not have reached its 100th 
anniversary, nor would we be able to see our next centennial. 
 



It goes without saying that much has changed at Grace over the past century. For example, during those early 
years of our congregation, Pastor Bartz was also the janitor, snow shoveler, and water boy. When the Ladies 
Aid met, they would send him to get water for their coffee to a pump a block away. 
 
I give thanks to God for indoor plumbing, so that I am not the water boy for coffee. However, as was the case 
for Pastor Bartz and for all of Grace’s other faithful pastors, I am God’s “water boy” in that it is my duty to 
deliver the life-giving water of God’s Word to His people in this place. Yes, much has changed over the past 
100 years, but the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ that has been preached and taught at Grace has not. The 
Bible says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). 
 
Thank you again for your generous support of our congregation, which makes possible the proclamation of this 
wonderful good news of God’s amazing grace. As I teach my Confirmation students, a beautiful way to 
understand grace is “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” By God’s grace and with your support, Grace 
Lutheran Church will continue to share the message of Jesus Christ on the corner of Washington and West 
Lawn Avenues in West Racine, as we have for a century, for many more years to come. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Brian Crane 
 

 
FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS 

 
We are blessed to be able to see our church celebrate its 100th Anniversary this year! A century of existence 
for a church is not possible without an abundance of blessings from God and years of hard work and 
dedication from God’s servants over the decades at Grace. 
 
I have greatly enjoyed looking back at how Grace has developed in these last 100 years. The many pictures 
and documents that have been on display this year show the physical and congregational changes that have 
occurred here. 
 
I know one thing that stands out to many people is the sheer amount of people that attended Grace in the 
1960s and ‘70s.  
 
Will we ever see that many people at Grace again? I could never say that God will not grant us that large of a 
congregation once more, but trends of declining church membership here and nationally over the last few 
decades certainly make it likely that Grace has already had as large of a congregation size as we will ever 
have. 
 
So, as Martin Luther would ask, what does this mean? We can lament how things used to be, or we can work 
to preserve and develop the church that we still have. 
 
Each member of our church is precious, a brother or sister in Christ and a vital piece of our congregational 
body. We should treat each other with love and respect. We should reach out to those we haven’t seen in 
church lately and let them know that they are missed. 
 
God’s Word remains unchanged over the last century, but that doesn’t mean we can ever spend enough time 
with it. Pastor Crane is offering two Bible studies, and any opportunity to delve into God’s Word is a wonderful 
blessing. The youngest members of our congregation also can hear God’s Word in Sunday School and Youth 
Bible Study. The foundations of our faith are built from God’s Word. 
 
And the best way to preserve a church is to be in it. Receive God’s divine gifts in worship. Volunteer your time 
and talents as best you can. Invest in the relationships with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 



By all means we should be thankful for the last 100 years and all that God has done for us. But I look forward 
to seeing what the next 100 years will look like for Grace. Let us all work to make the start of our church’s 
second century as strong as possible. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Matthew Olson 
 

 
FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

 
What is a steward? Most people will say a steward is a manager.  
 
That is correct, but it is only half right. A steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what does not 
belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s 
behalf.  
 
We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of what belongs to Him: 
 

“For we brought nothing into this world, and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1 Tim. 6:7)  
 

Everything that we have and everything that we are comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy. 
God is the owner.  
 
This is not only because He created all things; He is also the redeemer. He has redeemed – that is, purchased 
– and won all things. Therefore, it all belongs to Him. 
 
We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put in charge of managing 
what belongs to God. What a privilege.  
 
Think about that for a minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked us to manage His 
possessions on His behalf here on earth.  
 
And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He wants us to give our input 
and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a privilege indeed. 
 
But what a responsibility!  
 

“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required” (Luke 12:48b).  
 
We are not the owners. And while He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property what He wants 
done with it. That means we need to know what He desires and wills for His property. 
 
How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God?  
 
We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us what His will is for all of His gifts. He tells us how we are 
to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.  
 
There is nothing we have that doesn’t belong to Him. 
 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? 
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). 

 
God informs us of the big picture, the overarching policy, of how we as His stewards – managers and 
custodians – are to manage His property.  
 
And that is stewardship. It is simply doing what God wants us to do with what He has given us. 



As St. Paul said, 
 

“Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness” (Rom. 6:13).  

 
So, let’s dive into God’s Word, and listen to what He desires from His stewards.  

 

 
FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE BOARD OF YOUTH 

 
Sunday School and Youth Bible Study 
On Sunday, November 10th, the Sunday School and Youth Bible Study students will be singing in church. All 
students should meet in the downstairs chapel at 8:20 AM to practice. Thanks! 
  
On Saturday, December 14th at 2:00 PM, the Sunday School and Youth Bible Study students will be having 
their annual Christmas Service, “Behold the Child.” This is a great opportunity to invite family and friends to 
hear the wonderful message of the Christ Child coming into the world to save us from our sins. Following the 
service there will be light refreshments in the fellowship hall. If your child is not able to participate in the 
service, please let Laura Olson know as soon as possible. Thank You! 
  
Youth Group 
The Grace Youth Group invites you to a Fiesta Lunch in the fellowship hall on Sunday, November 17th, at 
NOON. The Fiesta Menu is build-your-own ground beef or shredded chicken tacos (crunchy & soft) and 
nachos, refried beans, Spanish rice, beverages, and dessert. Tickets are available for purchase in the Martin 
Room before and after church on Sunday mornings. The cost of the tickets is $10 for Adults, $5 for kids 
(3 years old – 10 years old), and children 2 and under are free. There will also be many items available in our 
raffle. All proceeds from this lunch will be used for the Youth Group’s trip to the Higher Things Youth 
Conference this summer as well as other activities and service projects. Please invite family and friends to 
enjoy this fellowship opportunity! 
  
Youth Schedule 
Sunday, October 6th     Meeting      11:30 AM – 2:00 PM 
Saturday, October 26th    Outing to Pumpkin Farm time to be determined 
Sunday, November 3rd    Meeting      11:30 AM – 2:00 PM 
Saturday, November 16th    Meeting      10:00 AM – Noon 
Sunday, November 17th     Fiesta Luncheon   12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

 

 
ELEVATOR FUND: As of Sunday, September 22nd, 
we have raised $40,452 for the Elevator Fund. 
Thanks be to God! To make additional donations, 
you may use the specially marked white envelopes 
in the pew racks. 
********************************************************** 
QUILTING UPDATE: At the LWML Fall Retreat on 
September 19-21, 13 quilts were donated to 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, to 
give to students before they leave for Christmas 
break in December. 
********************************************************** 
GROWING STRONG WITH GRACE meets again 
on Wednesday, October 16th. Julie Witherspoon 
from the Cops N’ Kids Reading Program will be our 
guest. Pastor will say grace at 11:00 AM sharp. Not 
to be missed! 

GRACE LADIES will meet for lunch on Oct. 18th at 
11:00 AM at Olive Garden. Let Diana Bohn know 
by text (please leave your name) if you plan to 
come so that she can make reservations. 
********************************************************** 
BELL CHOIR: We would really like to get the Bell 
Choir ringing again this year, but we can’t do it 
without you volunteering to rehearse on Thursday 
nights. We would ring on occasional Sunday 
mornings. If we get enough volunteers (we need 
11), we will then schedule rehearsals. Please 
contact Elyse at church on Sunday mornings or call 
her. Thank you! 
********************************************************** 
GRACE EMBROIDERED T-SHIRTS are now half-
price – $15 each! We have five extra-larges 
available. Please see Ruth Anger. 



CONNECTION CORNER 
 

Valjean and Connie Abrahamson 

 
 
We first visited Grace on Christmas Eve, 2008, and participated in a celebration of the birth of Christ. We went 
back on Christmas Day and then joined a few months later after speaking with the pastors, reading the 
constitution and bylaws, and attending a church council meeting. Grace Lutheran Church is a very traditional 
LCMS congregation in its practices and doctrine, and congregational decisions are made by the Voters’ 
Assembly. 
 
Valjean was born in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and was baptized in a Wisconsin Synod church. His family 
switched to an LCMS church after a move to Beloit, Wisconsin. In 1964, they moved to Illinois. Connie was 
born in Chicago but moved to the suburbs when she was 2. She was brought up and confirmed in an LCMS 
church. We lived in neighboring towns and met at a church youth function in 1967 and got married in 1971. We 
have lived in Norridge, IL; Wheaton, IL; Aurora, IL; Colorado Springs, CO; Crystal Lake, IL; and moved to 
Kenosha in 1994. 
 
Valjean majored in chemistry with a math minor and worked in the confectionery and beverage industries for 
various companies such as Coca-Cola, Cadbury Beverages, and Jelly Belly. He received an MBA degree in 
1982 and retired from industry in 2006. He worked part-time for the Boston Store in Racine and then full-time 
for the Kenosha Achievement Center as Assistant Transportation Manager providing para-transit services to 
people with disabilities. He retired, for good, in 2013. Connie’s background is secretarial having worked for a 
cargo airline at O’Hare International Airport, then Principal’s secretary at Glenbard North High School in Carol 
Stream, Illinois, and in the office at Lance Middle School in Kenosha. She, too, retired in 2013. 
 
We have two married daughters: Leanne is 37 and an RN at Froedtert South Hospital in Pleasant Prairie and 
Cayce is 31 and a Financial Analyst for William Blair Investment Bank in Chicago. We have been blessed with 
2 granddaughters…so far! 
 
In 2017, we down-sized and moved from a 2-story house to a ranch-style home on the north side of Kenosha. 
Valjean enjoys reading, cooking, watching movies, golf, and travel. Connie enjoys cooking/baking, babysitting 
our younger granddaughter, playing cards/games, and travel. 
 
We currently volunteer at Harvest Outreach in Racine filling orders of food for those less fortunate. 

 



Tuesday, October 1: Deuteronomy 2:16-37 

   Matthew 6:16-34 

Wednesday, October 2: Deuteronomy 3:1-29 

   Matthew 7:1-12 

Thursday, October 3: Deuteronomy 4:1-20 

   Matthew 7:13-29 

Friday, October 4: Deuteronomy 4:21-40 

   Matthew 8:1-17 

Saturday, October 5: Deuteronomy 5:1-21 

   Matthew 8:18-34 

Sunday, October 6: Deuteronomy 5:22-6:9 

   Matthew 9:1-17 

Monday, October 7: Deuteronomy 6:10-25 

   Matthew 9:18-38 

Tuesday, October 8: Deuteronomy 7:1-19 

   Matthew 10:1-23 

Wednesday, October 9: Deuteronomy 8:1-20 

   Matthew 11:1-19 

Thursday, October 10: Deuteronomy 9:1-22 

   Matthew 11:1-19 

Friday, October 11: Deuteronomy 9:23-10:22 

   Matthew 11:20-30 

Saturday, October 12: Deuteronomy 11:1-25 

   Matthew 12:1-21 

Sunday, October 13: Deuteronomy 11:26-12:12 

   Matthew 12:22-37 

Monday, October 14: Deuteronomy 12:13-32 

   Matthew 12:38-50 

Tuesday, October 15: Deuteronomy 13:1-18 

   Matthew 13:1-23 

Wednesday, October 16: Deuteronomy 14:1-2, 22-23,  

14:28-15:15 

   Matthew 13:24-43 

Thursday, October 17: Deuteronomy 15:19-16:22 

   Matthew 13:44-58 

Friday, October 18: Deuteronomy 17:1-20 

   Matthew 14:1-21 

Saturday, October 19: Deuteronomy 18:1-22 

   Matthew 14:22-36 

Sunday, October 20: Deuteronomy 19:1-20 

   Matthew 15:1-20 

Monday, October 21: Deuteronomy 20:1-20 

   Matthew 15:21-39 

Tuesday, October 22: Deuteronomy 21:1-23 

   Matthew 16:1-12 

Wednesday, October 23: Deuteronomy 24:10-25:10 

   Matthew 16:13-28 

Thursday, October 24: Deuteronomy 25:17-26:19 

   Matthew 17:1-13 

Friday, October 25: Deuteronomy 27:1-26 

   Matthew 17:14-27 

Saturday, October 26: Deuteronomy 28:1-22 

   Matthew 18:1-20 

Sunday, October 27: Deuteronomy 29:1-29 

   Matthew 18:21-35 

Monday, October 28: Deuteronomy 30:1-20 

   Matthew 19:1-15 

Tuesday, October 29: Deuteronomy 31:1-29 

   Matthew 19:16-30 

Wednesday, October 30: Deuteronomy 31:30-32:27 

   Matthew 20:1-16 

Thursday, October 31: Deuteronomy 32:28-52 

   Matthew 20:17-34 

 

 

 

Friday, November 1:  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

   Matthew 20:17-34 

Saturday, November 2: Jeremiah 1:1-19 

   Matthew 21:23-46 

Sunday, November 3: Jeremiah 3:6-4:2 

   Matthew 22:1-22 

Monday, November 4: Jeremiah 5:1-19 

   Matthew 22:23-46 

Tuesday, November 5: Jeremiah 7:1-29 

   Matthew 23:1-12 

Wednesday, November 6: Jeremiah 8:18-9:12 

   Matthew 23:13-39 

Thursday, November 7: Jeremiah 11:1-23 

   Matthew 24:1-28 

Friday, November 8: Jeremiah 20:1-18 

   Matthew 24:29-51 

Saturday, November 9: Jeremiah 22:1-23 

   Matthew 25:1-13 

Sunday, November 10: Jeremiah 23:1-20 

   Matthew 25:14-30 

Monday, November 11: Jeremiah 23:21-40 

   Matthew 25:31-46 

Tuesday, November 12: Jeremiah 25:1-18 

   Matthew 26:1-19 

Wednesday, November 13: Jeremiah 26:1-19 

   Matthew 26:20-35 

Thursday, November 14: Jeremiah 29:1-19 

   Matthew 26:36-56 

Friday, November 15: Jeremiah 30:1-24 

   Matthew 26:57-75 

Saturday, November 16: Jeremiah 31:1-17, 23-24 

   Matthew 27:1-10 

Sunday, November 17: Jeremiah 33:1-22 

   Matthew 27:11-32 

Monday, November 18: Jeremiah 37:1-21 

   Matthew 27:33-56 

Tuesday, November 19: Jeremiah 38:1-28 

   Matthew 27:57-66 

Wednesday, November 20: Daniel 1:1-21 

   Matthew 28:1-20 

Thursday, November 21: Daniel 2:1-23 

   Revelation 18:1-24 

Friday, November 22: Daniel 2:24-49 

   Revelation 19:1-21 

Saturday, November 23: Daniel 3:1-20 

   Revelation 20:1-15 

Sunday, November 24: Daniel 4:1-37 

   Revelation 21:1-8 

Monday, November 25: Daniel 5:1-30 

   Revelation 21:9-27 

Tuesday, November 26: Daniel 6:1-28 

   Revelation 22:1-21 

Wednesday, November 27: Isaiah 1:1-28 

   1 Peter 1:13-25 

Thursday, November 28: Isaiah 2:1-22 

   1 Peter 1:13-25 

Friday, November 29: Isaiah 5:1-25 

   1 Peter 2:1-12 

Saturday, November 30: Isaiah 6:1-7:9 

   1 Peter 2:13-25 

Daily Lectionary Readings 

October – November 2019 
 


