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Welcome to Grace! 

March 24, 2019 

What We Believe: 
  As Lutheran Christians we stand with the church of the ages and confess the faith of the 
Holy Bible, which is God’s Word.  
 We believe that our Triune God created man and woman holy; however, since we     
sinned and still sin we cannot free ourselves from sin and death. Therefore God sent His Son 
Jesus Christ, who is our only way to salvation. By His death and resurrection and through 
no work or decision of our own, we have forgiveness, life, and salvation.  
 We joyfully receive these gifts in His Word, and in the holy sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper.  
 In all our teaching and preaching we seek to be faithful to God's holy Law which shows our 
sin, and to proclaim His precious Gospel, which is the good news of our salvation in Christ!  
 We subscribe also to Luther’s Small Catechism and the other documents in the Book of 
Concord of 1580 because they faithfully confess these biblical truths. 

Guests and Holy Communion: 
Holy Communion is a gift Christ gives to His Church.  In it, He offers His true Body and 

Blood, in, with and under the bread and wine.  When received in faith, it brings forgiveness, 
new life and salvation.   

Holy Communion is also a statement of our unity in Christ (community).  Those who 
receive the Lord’s Supper at Grace Lutheran Church are baptized Christians who have been 
instructed in and publicly confess the Evangelical Lutheran faith.   

For this reason, only members of our congregation or sister congregations of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are ordinarily communed at this altar.  If you have any 
questions regarding the doctrine of Close Communion, please talk to the pastor before or after 
the service. 

Nursery:  If your child becomes restless during the service, you are welcome to make use of 

the Nursery downstairs.   

Friendship Pad:  Please sign the friendship pad as it is passed during the offering. 

Fellowship Time:  Immediately following the 9:00 AM Worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

Large Print Hymnals:  Are available from the ushers!                                                     

Electronic Devices: PLEASE silence all devices during worship. Thanks!  

 
May the Lord bless your worship today! 



Third Sunday in Lent  
March 24, 2019 – Divine Service, Setting Three 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, CHIMES, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

♫God Moves in a Mysterious Way LSB 765 
 
Invocation LSB 184 
Confession of Sins and Absolution LSB 184 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

♫Introit Psalm 5:4–8; antiphon: Psalm 1:6 

 
P For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 

but the way of the wicked will | perish. 
C For you are not a God who delights in | wickedness;* 

evil may not | dwell with you. 
P The boastful shall not stand be- | fore your eyes;* 

you hate all evil- | doers. 
C You destroy those | who speak lies;* 

the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man. 
P But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will en- | ter your house.* 

I will bow down toward your holy temple in the | fear of you. 
C Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my | enemies;* 

make your way straight be- | fore me. 
 
♫Gloria Patri LSB 186 
♫Kyrie   LSB 186 
The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Lent. 
 
♫Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 189 
P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Old Testament Reading – Ezekiel 33:7–20 Pew Bible, p. 721 
7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 

you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked 
to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not 
turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your 
soul. 

10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our 
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then 
can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall 
not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he 
shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be 
able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that he 
shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his 
righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall 
die. 14Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his 
sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what 
he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall 
surely live; he shall not die. 16None of the sins that he has committed shall be 
remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live. 

17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that 
is not just. 18When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he 
shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just 
and right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O 
house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.” 
 
Epistle – 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 Pew Bible, p. 957 

1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in 
the wilderness. 

6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 
they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat 
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality 
as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put 



Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, 
as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these things 
happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on 
whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands 
take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
 
The Alleluia is omitted during Lent. 
 
Holy Gospel – Luke 13:1–9 Pew Bible, p. 872 

1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you 
think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because 
they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 
perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you 
think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I 
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 

6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came 
seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three 
years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why 
should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, 
until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 

Apostles’ Creed LSB 192 or inside back cover of hymnal 
 

Catechism Time – Sacrament of Holy Baptism Luther’s Small Catechism, LSB 325 
 

First 
What is Baptism? 
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and 
combined with God’s word. 
 

Which is that word of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 
 
♫Renew Me, O Eternal Light LSB 704 
 



Sermon 

 
Offertory LSB 192 
 
Offering – Guests/members please sign and pass the Friendship Pad at the end of 
the pew, check appropriate columns, and print clearly including children’s names. 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
♫Preface LSB 194 
♫Sanctus LSB 195 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
♫Pax Domini LSB 197 
♫Agnus Dei LSB 198 
 
Distribution – If you are visiting with us, please read “Guests and Holy Communion,” 
printed inside the cover of the Friendship Pad. If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion in your pew, please notify the pastor or an usher. If possible, please sit 
near the center aisle, and it will be brought to you at the conclusion of the distribution. 
 
Distribution Hymns: 
♫Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809 
♫“As Surely as I Live,” God Said LSB 614 
♫Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB 421 
♫How Great Thou Art LSB 801 
 
♫Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
♫Thanksgiving LSB 200 
♫Salutation and Benedicamus LSB 201 
♫Benediction LSB 202 
 
♫Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

+ TO GOD BE THE GLORY + 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF March 24th THROUGH March 31st 
 

TODAY 9:00 AM DIVINE SERVICE III WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
 10:30 AM Sunday School & Bible Studies 
 12:00 PM Adult Inquirers’ Class (AIC) 
   
MONDAY 6:30 PM RLHS Board of Directors – Pastor Crane 
 
TUESDAY 7:00 PM 100th Anniversary Committee Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY 5:15 PM Lenten Supper 
 6:30 PM MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 
 7:15 PM Grace Choir Practice 
 7:30 PM Confirmation Class 
 
FRIDAY  Office Closed 
 
SUNDAY 9:00 AM DIVINE SERVICE III WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
 10:30 AM Grace Town Hall Meeting 
 10:30 AM Sunday School (Led by the Youth) 
 12:00 PM Adult Inquirers’ Class (AIC) 

 

About the Bulletin Cover: Despite three years of diligent searching, no fruit was 
discovered, as we hear in Jesus’ parable. The owner had every right to have the fig 
tree cut down. Yet the vinedresser was ever patient with this stubborn tree and willing 
to fertilize and tend to it. Such is the patience of Christ with us! The fruit that we bear 
as God’s people does not happen by our effort but are always the result of the 
Vinedresser, who tends to us and nourishes us with His Word. 
 
Lectionary Summary: Jesus Calls You to Repentance: “Unless you repent, you will 
all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). By this warning, the Lord would turn us away from 
wickedness and bring us to life in Himself. For He is patient with us, that we not be cut 
down in our sin but live and bear fruit in Him. As He lives, the Lord has “no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezek. 33:11). 
So the Scriptures have been “written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the 
ages has come” (1 Cor. 10:11), that we should not desire evil but trust in Christ. He 
alone is faithful, the Rock who feeds us with His “spiritual food” and pours out His 
“spiritual drink” (1 Cor. 10:3–4). 



Our Partnership in the Gospel 
 

Grace’s Mission:  We are friends in God’s family through Jesus, strengthened by His Spirit to 
represent Christ in our daily lives, our community and the world. 
 

Grace’s Vision:  To be an active, growing Christ-centered congregation offering youth and 
adults traditional Lutheran worship, Bible study and fellowship while reaching out especially to 
our neighbors, families and friends with the Gospel invitation. 
 

2019 Theme: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 
 

Our Worship Attendance: 
March 13, 2019:  52  March 17, 2019:  110 
 


